Dev Kumar Pandey

Patna: The Patna high court
on Tuesday asked the police
and prosecution depart-
met_lts to train and sensitize
their personnel for ensuring
a meticulous investigation
and ﬂs}wless trial by the state
agencies.

A division bench of Justi-
ces Ashwani Kumar Singh
and Shailendra Singh, while
hearing a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) filed by lawyer
Om Prakash Kumar, referred
to a series of deficiencies and
lacunae in police investiga-
tions and conduct of trial by
the prosecutors, which have
led to the acquittals of large

number of criminal offen-
ders on account of “benefit of

doubt”.

Reserving the judgement
of the PIL, the division bench
indicated that it would passa
slew of directions containing

SuEgEﬂtlve measures for ma-
king the investigators and
prosecutors of state effective
tt:{ bring the real culprit to bo-
ok.

The court also directed
the state government to orga-
nise training workshops and
programmes to sensitize the
police forces about the nuan-
ces of investigations accor-
ding to the provisions of cri-
minal procedure code and Bi-

" har Police Manuals.

The court made a long in-
teraction with advocate gene-

‘ ral Lalit Kishore and two se-

nior police officers — Bhrigu

Srinivasan and KamalKisho-
re Singh-during hearing and
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HC to govt: Train state cOpS tO
conduct sc1ent1f1c mvestlgatlon

puinted out a series of defici-
encies and lacunae. in police |
investigationsand conduct of
trial.

Justice Ashwani orally
observed that the case diary,
in which day to day progress
of investigation is recorded,
is a confidential document.
“However, the copies of the_
case diaries are accessible to

the accused persons right
from the commencement of
the probe,” he said.

AG Kishore admitted that
it is high time to sensitize po-
licewith allmedico-legalmet-
hods of investigations. _

The two top police officers
informed the court that of 974
policestationsinthestate, on-
lytwoare left tobe computeri-
sed. Advocate Sur:.ra Nilam-
bari, the amicus curiae appo-

inted inthiscase,also suhm1t~
‘ted her list of sug .,._-_ ons
~which were recorded by the

court.




